
Chairman’s report 2012/13

In many respects we’ve had a very successful and very productive year. 

In the Chairman’s report last year, David Warren drew attention to the persistent problem of 
encroachment on the Walk and our frustration in particular with the failure of the council to 
address the problem.

We held one meeting with Paul Ely, Head of Leisure Commissioning at Haringey Council, to 
try to resolve this and a number of other issues. 

We learned that there was a vast difference between the council’s interpretation and extent of 
encroachment, and that based on our own observations. Encroachment takes many forms 
from the disposal of anything from garden waste to household waste and builders rubble to 
the illegal extension of property boundaries. The council’s view was that there were no 
outstanding boundary disputes. The council did not have any record or figures relating to the 
dumping of rubbish.

We agreed that a thorough inspection of the boundary needed to take place with both parties 
involved. This was scheduled to take place in the early part of 2013 at a time when access to 
the boundary was as good as it could be.

We also asked for access to accurate maps so that we could be clear exactly where the 
Walk’s boundaries lay, and also the circulation of a letter to all residents adjoining the walk 
which explained encroachment and informed them that there would be an inspection of the 
boundary.

By the end of the meeting it was also agreed that moves would be made towards achieve 
the adoption of the Parkland Walk Management Plan.

We have now completed the boundary inspection and are processing the findings to assess 
the full extent of the problem. 

Findings only cover encroachments within the first 4 to 5 meters of the boundary and do not 
include other significant piles of rubbish that are between the path itself and the boundary. 
They relate to the area of the walk that is Haringey Council’s responsibility and exclude any 
encroachment issues in Islington including the area around the CAPE building and the new 
Ashmount school.

With regard to Haringey Council’s management plan it has now been published on the 
council’s website, but has only been approved on the basis that it is there as a document of 
recommendations. There is no obligation by the council to carry out any of those 
recommendations.

In light of the limitations of the Parks department budget we expected no more, but we are 
pleased to at least see those recommendations published so that the needs of the Nature 
Reserve are clearly there for all to see.

That being the case we also met on two occasions with Ian Holt, The Haringey Conservation 
Officer and Michael Bury, coordinator for The Conservation Volunteers (TCV) to prepare a 
conservation programme for the following 12 months with achievable objectives. Most of the 
Parkland Walk has become woodland over the years and, if left alone, the remaining grassy 



areas would soon revert to this type of habitat. The openness of the meadows not only gives 
a welcome visual contrast, but also contributes to biodiversity. (A programme of coppicing in 
Coldfall Wood resulted in a three fold increase in the range of recorded plant life.)

We concentrated our extended winter efforts on the meadow areas near Holmesdale Road in 
Highgate, Florence Road Stroud Green and the embankments and viaduct in Muswell Hill. I’m 
pleased to say we have achieved more than we anticipated. Volunteer involvement has seen 
an increase this year as we have increased our membership numbers and improved our 
methods of promoting events including buying a noticeboard for Muswell Hill . Membership of 
the Friends has increased by over a third from 298 to 409. We estimate that Friends of 
Parkland Walk volunteers contributed approximately 198 hours of conservation work and TCV 
488 hours over the last 12 months. I’d like to offer my sincere thanks to all those volunteers 
who turned out to make such an important contribution to the wellbeing of the walk and its 
future. 

We anticipate revisiting these sites during the summer to limit regrowth, and again next winter 
to continue rooting out.

In addition to this work we also received help from The Corporation of London who spent a 
day tree felling by the platforms in Crouch End and plan to revisit the site again at some point. 
Volunteers from Veolia also spent a day shifting builder’s rubble in Muswell Hill and also hope 
to revisit the site when the weather improves. 

We held two guided walks this year with Richard Meyer. An early morning bird song walk and 
a tree identification walk. We also shared a bat walk with Cindy Blaney organised by Gillespie 
Park Nature Reserve. We have two walks lined up so far this year. One will be another bat 
walk with Cindy in June, limited to FoTPW members and a general nature walk, again with 
Cindy later in the summer.

The Website has undergone expansion with inclusion of pages to help identify trees and birds 
on the Walk as part of our efforts to develop the website as an educational resource. We have 
added a forum to the site and also recently started our own twitter account for those who like 
to be up to date by the minute. We have also launched our quarterly newsletter with the 
intention of providing more articles of interest in greater depth than we do with our email 
shots, and also so that we can keep in contact with members who do not have email. 

We are currently in the process of purchasing 19 bat boxes and 15 bird boxes and up to 6 
benches for installation by the end of this year. 

This year has seen two committee members retire.

Jim Burgess has been a constant since the Friends first formed in the 80s. From the early 
days of producing striking graphic products in the first campaigns to save the walk from 
destruction, Jim’s love and commitment to the walk has been constant. There is no doubt that 
the healthy position we and the Walk now enjoy is thanks in no small part to his immense 
contribution.

Penny West played a leading role in the very successful Fun Day on the Walk that 
commemorated the Golden Jubillee of the last passenger train. When Haringey and BTCV 
later encouraged a friends group to form, Penny was one of the founding members and 
became treasurer until standing down from that post last year. She has been key to 
organising our walks and talks and AGMs and a strong voice in the committee. 2012 saw her 
undertake a role as a Games Maker for the 2012 Olympics.

On behalf of the committee I would like to thank them both for their long service to the Friends 
and wish them both the very best in the future.

Our objectives for the next year will include following through our work on pressing Haringey 
Council to address encroachment. We will be paying close attention to the state of our ash 
trees as ash dieback threatens. We will also be looking closely at the Management Plan and 



the needs of the walk from a conservation viewpoint, establishing our own practical role and 
in what ways we can drive the council to improve on it’s current very weak contribution.

I would finally like to thank the committee for it’s support and encouragement in my first year 
as Chair.

Simon Olley


