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THE BIG CLEAN IS A HUGE SUCCESS
Last month’s Big Clean event on the 16th and 17th 
of November was the biggest project undertaken 
by The Friends since it reformed 8 years ago.

This turned out to be a hugely satisfying 
collaboration between a large community volunteer 
group and a very stretched council department 
who nevertheless managed to find funds to help 
make this event a resounding success.

Many months of careful planning lead to a hugely 
efficient and productive litter clearance that was 
helped by a break in the awful weather and a great 
turnout of volunteers.

If anyone had any doubts about the volume of 
rubbish in the depths of the Nature Reserve they, 
were soon swept away. Volunteers were shocked 
by the scale of the problem. There seemed to 
be no limit to the type of items dumped  – 
mattresses, TVs, car engines, climbing frames, 

suitcases, bikes, toilets and toys, in fact pretty 
much everything including two kitchen sinks. 

In addition to this was tons of building waste, 
all of which pollutes and despoils the ground, 
reducing plant and wildlife habitats. So a big 
thank you to the 132 who gave up their time to 
heave and lug vast amounts of rubbish from the 
Nature Reserve. The final amount removed was a 
staggering 24.1 tons.

Surprisingly, the bulk of the volunteer help came 
from new enquiries following our extensive 
promotion of the event and not from our 
established membership. As a result, we increased 
our associate membership by around 120.

Thank you too to the staff of Haringey Parks and 
Veolia who provided manpower, tools, gloves and 
logistics support throughout the weekend.

More photographs of the day can be found on the 
Photography page on our website.



Butterflies not seen last year were coaxed out of 
dormancy by the wonderful weather. Commas 
emerged as early as 20th April with a tempera-
ture of only 16.5ºC (but 100% sun).  

Peacocks, Small Tortoiseshells, Large Skippers 
and Gatekeepers were also recorded for the first 
time on the Parkland Walk and Crouch End 
Hill platforms, the St.Tropez of the Parkland 
Walk is the place to find them, feeding on the 
buddleia at the bottom of the stairs along with 
numerous Whites.  The platform area is a wide 
sun trap and when the temperature soared  to 
36ºC on 1st August, 2 Large Skippers were seen 
basking at 2.30 pm in the full heat of the day.  
Gatekeepers were also seen for the first time.

Two small dark nondescript butterflies turned 
out to be Small Blue females. Being the smallest 
butterfly in the UK  they are quite scarce so 
something of a coup!

A big thank you to Irena and Patrick Hender-
son, and Aaron Clements-Partridge for their 
help and expertise this year.

Following the icy start to the Spring this year 
the pattern of butterfly sightings looked set 
to  be the same as last year. But by the end 
of April there were signs that there would be 
more diversity than last year.

On the 30th June the temperature hit 27ºC 
and for the next 2 months the weather gave a 
much needed boost to butterfly development, 
and overall, there were a total of 307 butterflies 
sighted this year compared to 164 in 2012.

Large and Small Whites made a phenomenal 
come-back – 64 Large Whites, and 115 Small 
Whites recorded for 2013 (compared to only 
29 small whites last year).

However, the numbers of Holly Blue, Speckled 
Wood and Orange Tips were down.  It is 
possible that the very cold spring affected 
first broods (the speckled woods picked up 
in the better weather), but the Holly Blues in 
particular did not pick up in the second half 
of the season – Holly Blues can dip after a cold 
summer and this may be a reflection of last 
year and a bad start to 2013.  Red Admirals 
were also down in numbers.

Hot Summer helps Butterflies Bounce Back

To read the full report please go to our website butterfly page
http://www.parkland-walk.org.uk/nature/wildlife/butterflies.html

Holly blue, Speckled wood, Orange tip and Red admiral

Peacock, Tortoiseshell, Large Skipper and Gatekeeper

Linda Douthwaite reports on the findings of the second year of The Parkland Walk Butterfly Survey



The project which is funded by the SITA 
Trust’s Enriching Nature Programme with 
support from the London Bat Group and TFL 
is for the creation of two new bat hibernation 
sites in disused railway tunnels. This will 
involve the construction of seven brick walls 
with associated grilles and gates to alter 
airflow, increase humidity and create areas 
of stable temperature as well as improving 
site security. In addition to improving the 
environmental conditions within the tunnels, 
bat boxes will be installed to create new 

roosting opportunities. To increase and vary 
the number of roosting opportunities further, 
eighteen freestanding habitat frames are to be 
installed which will be used to hang a variety 
of artificial roosting structures. Monitoring of 
the site will involve hibernation surveys and the 
taking of temperature and humidity readings. All 
British bats and their roosts are protected by law.

Ian Holt is Haringey Council’s  Principal 
Commissioning Officer (Nature Conservation)

Highgate tunnels bat project

Free Conservation and Nature Workshops 
The Conservation Volunteers have been 
funded by Haringey Council to provide 
additional support to Friends of groups in 
the Borough by offering a series of training 
courses and workshops.

The benefits of having volunteers who have 
been given expert coaching in conservation 
issues are obvious. If any of these courses 
appeal to you, drop us an email to info@
parkland-walk.org.uk with the heading ‘TCV 
training’ and tells us what you’d like to do.

Courses could include:
•	 Tool safety and maintenance
•	 Winter & Summer tree identity
•	 Introduction to woodland 

management
•	 Leading guided walks
•	 Introduction to tree felling
•	 Introduction to pruning
•	 Identification of wildflowers
•	 Leadership skills
•	 Emergency First Aid
•	 Risk assessment training

‘Parkland Walk’s got Talent’ cheese and wine evening
We know that our membership is bursting 
with skills and experience in a wide range of 
areas and some of you have told us so when 
completing your membership application. 

We’re keen to hear what you think we could 
be doing better and are especially interested 
if you would like to become actively involved 
at any level.  We know we would like to build 
connections with schools and improve our 
educational outreach and provide more 
guided walks. We’d also like to keep up to date 
with technology, develop our website and 
maybe a Parkland Walk app. 

We also want to find ways to encourage 
members to take part in conservation work 
and improve on our ability to get funding and 
grant aid for larger projects. 

To better explore the potential for the future 
we thought it would be nice to meet up over 
cheese and wine and hear what you have 
to say. We’ve fixed a date for the evening of 
Wednesday, February 19th.

If you would like to be a part of this, send an 
email to info@parkland-walk.org.uk with the 
heading ‘Cheese and Wine’



Pedestrians’ have priority

Do you live in Muswell Hill? 
Would you like to be part of a 
small local team that attends to 
conservation work on this stretch 
of Th e Walk? Th e Friends would 
like to establish a local action team.  

Call for a Muswell Hill conservation team

We’re on twitter
@Friends_of_PW

Conservation sessions
Saturday, 11 January
11am – 1pm
Meet on the walk between 
Th e Milton Park and 
Northwood Road entrances. 
Th is is a continuation of the 
work featured below. For 
other work sessions (always 
the second Saturday of the 
month) please look out for 
our emails or posters on 
the Walk that go up a week 
before the next session

‘The Miltons’
October saw volunteers 
from TCV kick off  eff orts 
to reintroduce regular cop-
picing of the south facing 
bank between Northwood 
Road entrance and the 
entrance of Milton Park.
Th is area was once a sunny 

glade inhabited by slowworm 
and the Management Plan 
for the Parkland Walks 
prescribes a policy of main-
taining a suitable habitat.

Th e introduction of sunny 
glades in woodland areas 
greatly increases the bio-
diversity of the area and we 
hope to see a host of new 
wild fl owers responding to 
the new conditions.

Every AGM somebody raises their concern about cyclist etiquette on 
the Walk and throughout the year we hear reports of confl ict due to 
cyclists going too fast and having no consideration for other users. As 
one Twitter commentator put it, ‘Th e clue’s in the name - Parkland Walk!’

We looked in to this and agreed Parkland Walk is pedestrian priority 
and the signing was unclear and at times wrong. Aft er discussions, the 
council have now put up a number of signs that spell it out: ‘Pedestrian 
Priority, Careful Cycling Permitted’. We should add we’re looking in to 
improving the position of these new signs. It’s questionable how much 
aff ect this will have in terms of slowing anyone down, but it will at least 
play some part in settling some of the arguaments. Now, about those 
over zealous runners...

Parkland Walk Coffee Blend
FoTPW member and ‘creative marketeer’ Chris Foster (website: Th e 
15percent.com) has come up with a cracking fund raising idea for Th e 
Walk – Th e Crouch Ender Coff ee. Th is top quality, sweet and fruity, 
light roast coff ee (direct traded Mexican & Rwandan beans) retails for 
£5.00, with £1.00 going to Th e Friends of Th e Parkland Walk. Origi-
nally it was only available from Coff ee Circus but can now be bought at 
a number of local outlets. Get some - it is genuinely good!

If you are interested, please contact 
info@parkland-walk.org.uk using 
the heading ‘Muswell Hill’ and 
we’ll come back to you to discuss 
ideas and fi gure out times of the 
week that suit most people.


