
The Parkland Walk Wildlife and Nature Trail
A statement from Haringey Council

Haringey Council fully supports the creation of the nature trail on the Parkland Walk.
 
The idea for a new nature trail was initiated when the Friends of Parkland Walk (FOPW) met Haringey’s 
previous Nature Conservation Officer, Ian Holt at the end of 2015. Ian was enthusiastic about the idea 
and thought it would be a great addition to the Parkland Walk. It would provide an educational resource, 
which would encourage greater use of the site by local people and their children and also for visiting 
school groups. It would also increase biodiversity, by creating new habitats, including a pond. In addition, 
it would help to meet some of the aims and targets set out in Haringey’s Biodiversity Action Plan and the 
Parkland Walk Management Plan.
 
The Nature Trail would meet the following principal aims set out in the site management plan:
To provide additional opportunities for faunal species (birds, reptiles and bats)
To record and monitor wildlife at Parkland Walk in sufficient detail to inform the management of the site
To increase and promote the educational value of the Parkland Walk
To encourage amenity use for recreation, improved health and well-being, and enjoyment
 
The Nature Trail would also meet the following targets set out in the Parks and green spaces Habitat 
Action Plan found in the BAP.
•    Raise awareness of how parks management can be improved to enhance access to nature for 
Haringey residents and visitors.
•    Undertake biodiversity improvement work in a minimum of 10 LB Haringey parks and green spaces.
•    Increase the number of volunteers recording wildlife in Haringey’s parks and green spaces.
 
The proposal for a nature trail was also discussed with both myself, and Lewis Taylor, the Acting Parks 
Manager. We too fully support the idea. Ward councillors, the Highgate Society and the Highgate 
Conservation Area Committee were also informed of the proposal.
 
With this level of backing for the project, FOPW applied for and secured £10,000 funding from the Tesco's 
Bags of Help Initiative.
 
We understand that felling healthy trees in a wooded site can appear unnecessary and cause concern for 
site users and those living close by, but all woodlands require management from time to time. To increase 
biodiversity in a wood, it is essential that some trees are felled, to create open areas, which then provide 
an environment suitable for a more diverse range of ground flora. This in turn provides a habitat and 
feeding opportunities for a variety of different insects, amphibians, birds and mammals. A visit to nearby 
Queens wood or Highgate wood will allow you to see open areas where trees have been felled and 
coppiced periodically to provide these different habitats.
 
The proposed tree works for this project will now involve the felling of 8 individual trees (6 x Sycamore 
and 2 x Ash) and a group of 19 trees (7 x Sycamore and 12 x Ash), which are growing close together on 
the western boundary of the nature trail. Five trees will also be pruned along the boundary with 3 Francis 
Place. Felling Sycamore trees on the Parkland Walk has been carried out on an regular basis as part of 
the works to support the management plan. This species of tree self-seed prolifically, quickly developing a 
dense canopy which suppresses other trees, shrubs and ground flora, which are of a greater benefit to 
wildlife. Sycamores are of limited biodiversity value compared to other trees found on the Parkland Walk 
such as Oak, Silver birch, Hawthorn and Hazel. The removal of the Sycamore and Ash trees will not result 
in a long term detrimental impact on the Parkland Walk. The tree felling works will be managed by 
Haringey and they are now scheduled to take place during late Autumn 2017.
 


